S9414

the domestic shrimp industry and the Food
and Drug Administration to develop effec-
tive protocols, including in-country testing,
certification of foreign testing facilities and
other means to detect banned antibiotics and
to exclude all tainted products from the
United States market’’; and

Whereas, the fact that both the domestic
industry and companies importing seafood
into the United States are opposed to the use
of chloramphenicol and all other banned
drugs in imported seafood is a benefit to all
United States consumers; and

Whereas, the specific working of the
amendment added at the request of the
ASDA may be misinterpreted that the Lou-
isiana Legislature supports testing of im-
ported seafood in foreign countries: There-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate of the Legisla-
ture of Louisiana desires to clarify Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 18 of the 2003 Reg-
ular Session, enrolled on May 8, 2003, that
the Louisiana Legislature only supports the
testing of imported seafood by the Federal
Food and Drug Administration within the
boundaries of the United States; and be it
further

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the
United States Senate and clerk of the United
States House of Representatives and to each
member of the Louisiana delegation to the
United States Congress.

POM-213. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Senate of the Legislature of the State
of Louisiana relative to funding for the Lou-
isiana University of Medical Services; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 108

Whereas, Louisiana suffers with one of the
worst health environments in the country,
including a high infant mortality rate, a
high rate of low birth weight babies, and an
incidence of stroke that is 1.3 times that of
the rest of the country, outside of the
“‘stroke belt”’; and

Whereas, despite the best efforts of med-
ical education institutions in Louisiana, the
deficit of primary care physicians continues;
and

Whereas, less than one-half of the 1998
graduates of medical education institutions
in Louisiana selected a primary care spe-
cialty; and

Whereas, Louisiana University of Medical
Sciences, Inc., College of Primary Care Medi-
cine, is a non-profit organization designed to
address the shortage of primary care physi-
cians in small towns, rural areas, and under-
served areas; and

Whereas, the faculty and staff of the Col-
lege of Primary Care Medicine are com-
mitted to a teaching program that addresses
the shortage of primary care physicians both
in Louisiana and nationwide; and

Whereas, throughout the educational expe-
rience at the College of Primary Care Medi-
cine of the Louisiana University of Medical
Sciences, Inc., the student will be exposed to
a wide variety of primary health care set-
tings; and

Whereas, through the program at the Col-
lege of Primary Care Medicine of the Lou-
isiana University of Medical Sciences, Inc.,
the traditional basic medical sciences will be
thoroughly presented, and students will be
given all the tools necessary to be successful
on the United States Medical Licensing Ex-
amination: Therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
hereby memorializes the Congress of the
United States to provide funding for the
Louisiana University of Medical Sciences,
Inc., College of Primary Care Medicine; and
be it further
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Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States, the secretary of the United States
Senate, the clerk of the United States House
of Representatives, and each member of the
Louisiana delegation to the United States
Congress.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. VOINOVICH (for himself and
Mr. DEWINE):

S. 1403. A bill to provide for the establish-
ment of a new Department of Veterans Af-
fairs medical facility for veterans in the Co-
lumbus, Ohio, area; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. McCAIN (for himself and Mr.
STEVENS):

S. 1404. A bill to amend the Ted Stevens
Olympic and Amateur Sports Act; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mr.
FITZGERALD):

S. 1405. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
514 17th Street Moline, Illinois, as the
“David Bybee Post Office Building’’; to the
Committee on Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. DORGAN (for himself, Mr.
BURNS, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. DASCHLE, and Mr.
CONRAD):

S. 1406. A bill to amend the Federal Insec-
ticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act to
permit the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to register a Ca-
nadian pesticide; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. EDWARDS:

S. 1407. A bill to regulate concentrated ani-
mal feeding operations for the protection of
the environment and public health, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. GRAHAM of South Carolina
(for himself, Mr. REID, and Mr. MIL-

LER):

S. 1408. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to restore the deduction for
the travel expenses of a taxpayer’s spouse
who accompanies the taxpayer on business
travel; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and
Mr. DURBIN):

S. 1409. A bill to provide funding for infra-
structure investment to restore the United
States economy and to enhance the security
of transportation and environmental facili-
ties throughout the United States; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. HARKIN (for himself, Mr.
HATCH, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. GRASSLEY,
and Mr. DASCHLE):

S. 1410. A bill to permit an individual to be
treated by a health care practitioner with
any method of medical treatment such indi-
vidual requests, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. KERRY (for himself and Mr.
CHAFEE):

S. 1411. A bill to establish a National Hous-
ing Trust Fund in the Treasury of the United
States to provide for the development of de-
cent, safe, and affordable housing for low-in-
come families, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself and
Mr. LEVIN):
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S. 1412. A bill to suspend the implementa-
tion of the revised definitions of Metropoli-
tan Statistical Areas applicable to Kent, Ot-
tawa, Muskegon, and Allegan Counties in the
State of Michigan; to the Committee on Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

By Mrs. BOXER:

S. 1413. A bill to authorize appropriations
for conservation grants of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, to direct the Sec-
retary of the Army and the Secretary of the
Interior to conduct expedited feasibility
studies of certain water projects in the State
of California, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. MiL-
LER, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. CRAIG, Mr.
CORNYN, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. DOMENICI,
Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. BURNS, Mr.
SUNUNU, Mr. ENzI, Mr. BUNNING, Mr.
ALLEN, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. CAMPBELL,

Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. THOMAS, Mr.
GRAHAM of South Carolina, and Mr.
CRAPO):

S. 1414. A bill to restore second amendment
rights in the District of Columbia; to the
Committee on Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself and
Mr. DODD):

S. 1415. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
141 Weston Street in Hartford, Connecticut,
as the ‘“‘Barbara B. Kennelly Post Office
Building’’; to the Committee on Govern-
mental Affairs.

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
BAucus, and Mr. FRIST):

S. 1416. A bill to implement the United
States-Chile Free Trade Agreement; to the
Committee on Finance and the Committee
on the Judiciary, jointly, pursuant to sec-
tion 2103(b)(3) of Public Law 107-210.

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
BAucus, and Mr. FRIST):

S. 1417. A bill to implement the United
States—Singapore Free Trade Agreement; to
the Committee on Finance and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, jointly, pursuant to
section 2103(b)(3) of Public Law 107-210.

By Mr. DORGAN (for himself, Mr.
LOTT, Mr. HOLLINGS, Ms. COLLINS,
Mr. FEINGOLD, Ms. SNOWE, Mr.
KERRY, Mrs. HUTCHISON, and Mr.
WYDEN):

S.J. Res. 17. A joint resolution dis-

approving the rule submitted by the Federal
Communications Commission with respect
to broadcast media ownership; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 198

At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mrs.
HUTCHISON) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 198, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow an in-
come tax credit for the provision of
homeownership and community devel-
opment, and for other purposes.

S. 300

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from lowa (Mr.
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
300, a bill to award a congressional gold
medal to Jackie Robinson (post-
humously), in recognition of his many
contributions to the Nation, and to ex-
press the sense of Congress that there
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should be a national day in recognition
of Jackie Robinson.
S. 489
At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
VOINOVICH) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 489, a bill to expand certain pref-
erential trade treatment for Haiti.
S. 569
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
569, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to repeal the medi-
care outpatient rehabilitation therapy
caps.
S. 593
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
ALLEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
593, a bill to ensure that a Federal em-
ployee who takes leave without pay in
order to perform service as a member
of the uniformed services or member of
the National Guard shall continue to
receive pay in an amount which, when
taken together with the pay and allow-
ances such individual is receiving for
such service, will be no less than the
basic pay such individual would then
be receiving if no interruption in em-
ployment has occurred.
S. 602
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 602, a bill to reward the hard work
and risk of individuals who choose to
live in and help preserve America’s
small, rural towns, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 614
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 614, a bill to amend part
B of title IV of the Social Security Act
to create a grant program to promote
joint activities among Federal, State,
and local public child welfare and alco-
hol and drug abuse prevention and
treatment agencies.
S. 622
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 622, a bill to amend title XIX of
the Social Security Act to provide fam-
ilies of disabled children with the op-
portunity to purchase coverage under
the medicaid program for such chil-
dren, and for other purposes.
S. 741
At the request of Mr. SESSIONS, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
741, a bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act with regard to
new animal drugs, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 764
At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the
names of the Senator from lllinois (Mr.
DURBIN) and the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. CORZINE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 764, a bill to extend the
authorization of the Bulletproof Vest
Partnership Grant Program.
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S. 793
At the request of Mr. BYRD, the name
of the Senator from Utah (Mr. HATCH)
was added as a cosponsor of S. 793, a
bill to provide for increased energy
savings and environmental benefits
through the increased use of recovered
mineral component in federally funded
projects involving procurement of ce-
ment or concrete.
S. 846
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. DOLE) and the Senator from
South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM) were
added as cosponsors of S. 846, a bill to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to allow a deduction for premiums
on mortgage insurance, and for other
purposes.
S. 875
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
ENSIGN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
875, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow an income
tax credit for the provision of home-
ownership and community develop-
ment, and for other purposes.
S. 893
At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
893, a bill to amend title VII of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 to establish
provisions with respect to religious ac-
commodation in employment, and for
other purposes.
S. 973
At the request of Mr. NICKLES, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 973, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a
shorter recovery period for the depre-
ciation of certain restaurant buildings.
S. 1046
At the request of Mr. STEVENS, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1046, a bill to amend the Commu-
nications Act of 1934 to preserve local-
ism, to foster and promote the diver-
sity of television programming, to fos-
ter and promote competition, and to
prevent excessive concentration of
ownership of the nation’s television
broadcast stations.
S. 1053
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1053, a bill to prohibit discrimination
on the basis of genetic information
with respect to health insurance and
employment.
S. 1063
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
MILLER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1063, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to authorize the Commis-
sioner of Food and Drugs to conduct
oversight of any entity engaged in the
recovery, screening, testing, proc-
essing, storage, or distribution of
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human tissue or human tissue-based
products.
S. 1076
At the request of Mr. HAGEL, the
names of the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. ALLEN) and the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1076, a bill to authorize
construction of an education center at
or near the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial.
S. 1129
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1129, a bill to provide for the protection
of unaccompanied alien children, and
for other purposes.
S. 1344
At the request of Mr. CORzINE, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BAYH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1344, a bill to amend the Electronic
Fund Transfer Act to require addi-
tional disclosures relating to exchange

rates in transfers involving inter-
national transactions, and for other
purposes.

S. 1349
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1349, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 with re-
spect to the eligibility of veterans for
mortgage bond financing, and for other
purposes.
S. 1379
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CONRAD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1379, a bill to require the
Secretary of the Treasury to mint
coins in commemoration of veterans
who became disabled for life while
serving in the Armed Forces of the
United States.
S. 1380
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. ALLARD) and the Senator from Ar-
izona (Mr. KyL) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1380, a bill to distribute uni-
versal service support equitably
throughout rural America, and for
other purposes.
S. 1387
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. GREGG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1387, a bill to amend the
Immigration and Nationality Act to
authorize the establishment of guest
worker programs, to provide for the ad-
justment of status of certain aliens un-
lawfully present in the United States
to the status of a non-immigrant guest
worker, and for other purposes.
S. CON. RES. 33
At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. CORZINE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Con. Res. 33, a concurrent resolu-
tion expressing the sense of the Con-
gress regarding scleroderma.
S. CON. RES. 40
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the
names of the Senator from Louisiana
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(Ms. LANDRIEU), the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. PRYOR), the Senator from
New Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG), the Sen-
ator from Nevada (Mr. REID) and the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. CORZINE)
were added as cosponsors of S. Con.
Res. 40, a concurrent resolution desig-
nating August 7, 2003, as ‘‘National
Purple Heart Recognition Day’’.
AMENDMENT NO. 1017

At the request of Mr. ALLARD, the
names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. FEINGOLD) and the Senator from
Colorado (Mr. CAMPBELL) were added as
cosponsors of amendment No. 1017 pro-
posed to S. 1, a bill to amend title
XVIIlI of the Social Security Act to
provide for a voluntary prescription
drug benefit under the Medicare pro-
gram and to strengthen and improve
the Medicare program, and for other
purposes.

———
STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLU-

TIONS—JULY 11, 2003

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself, Mr.
REID, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. LEAHY,
Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. KENNEDY,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. SMITH, Mr.
CORZINE, Mr. BIDEN, Mr. SAR-
BANES, Mr. KERRY, Mr. WARNER,
Mr. INOUYE, Mrs. LINCOLN, Ms.
STABENOW, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
CHAFEE, Ms. COLLINS, and Mrs.
BOXER):

S. 1396. A bill to require equitable
coverage of prescription contraceptive
drugs and devices, and contraceptive
services under health plans; to the
Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, | am
pleased today to join Senator SNOWE in
introducing legislation that will pro-
mote equity and fairness for women.

The Equity in Prescription and Con-
traception Coverage Act of 2003,
EPICC, requires insurance plans that
provide coverage for prescription drugs
to provide the same coverage for pre-
scription contraceptives.

Senator SNOWE and | first introduced
EPICC about 6 years ago. We have been
working across party lines and across
the ideological spectrum to gain sup-
port from our colleagues in the Senate,
and | am proud to report that EPICC
had 44 cosponsors from both parties in
the 107th Congress.

It is time for us to come together and
enact this legislation. It will prevent
unintended pregnancies, reduce the
number of abortions performed in this
country, and address unmet health
needs of American women.

We can find not only common ground
but also a common sense solution in
the legislation | am introducing with
Senator SNOWE.

By making sure women can afford
their prescription contraceptives, our
bill will help to reduce the staggering
rates of unintended pregnancy in the
United States, and reduce the number
of abortions performed.

It is a national tragedy that half of
all pregnancies nationwide are unin-
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tended, and that half of those will end
in abortions. It is a tragedy, but it
doesn’t have to be. If we work together,
we can prevent these unintended preg-
nancies, and abortions.

One of the most important steps we
can take to prevent unintended preg-
nancies, and to reduce abortions, is to
make sure American women have ac-
cess to affordable, effective contracep-
tion.

There are a number of safe and effec-
tive contraceptives available by pre-
scription. Used properly, they greatly
reduce the rate of unintended preg-
nancies.

However, many women simply can’t
afford these prescriptions, and their in-
surance doesn’t pay for them, even
though it covers other prescriptions.

That is not fair. We know women on
average earn less than men, yet they
must pay far more than men for
health-related expenses.

According to the Women’s Research
and Education Institute, women of re-
productive age pay 68 percent more in
out-of-pocket medical expenses than
men, largely due to their reproductive
health-care needs.

Because many women can’t afford
the prescription contraceptives they
would like to use, many do without
them—and the result, all too often, is
unintended pregnancy and abortion.

This isn’t an isolated problem. The
fact is, a majority of women in this
country are covered by health insur-
ance plans that do not provide cov-
erage for prescription contraceptives.

This is unfair to women . . . and it’s
bad policy that causes additional unin-
tended pregnancies, and adversely af-
fects women’s health.

Senator SNOWE and | first introduced
our legislation in 1997. Since then, the
Viagra pill went on the market, and
one month later it was covered by most
insurance policies.

Birth control pills have been on the
market since 1960, and today, 43 years
later, they are covered by only one-
third of health insurance policies.

So, most insurance policies pay for
Viagra. But most of them don’t pay for
prescription contraceptives that pre-
vent unintentional pregnancies and
abortions.

This isn’t fair, and it isn’t even cost-
effective, because most insurance poli-
cies do cover sterilization and abortion
procedures. In other words, they won’t
pay for the pills that could prevent an
abortion . . . but they will pay for the
procedure itself, which is much more
costly.

The Federal Employee Health Bene-
fits Program, which has provided con-
traceptive coverage for several years,
shows that adding such coverage does
not make the plan more expensive.

In December 2000, the U.S. Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission,
EEOC, ruled that an employer’s failure
to include insurance coverage for pre-
scription contraceptives, when other
prescription drugs and devices are cov-
ered, constitutes unlawful sex discrimi-
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nation under Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964.

On June 12, 2001, a Federal district
court in Seattle made the same finding
in the case of Erickson vs. Bartell Drug
Company.

These decisions confirm that we have
know all along; contraceptive coverage
is a matter of equity and fairness for
women.

We are not asking for special treat-
ment of contraceptives—only equitable
treatment within the context of an ex-
isting prescription drug benefit.

This legislation is right because it’s
fair to women.

It’s right because it will prevent un-
intended pregnancies, a goal we all
share.

And it’s right because it is more cost-
effective than other services—includ-
ing abortions, sterilizations and tubal
ligations—that most insurance compa-
nies routinely cover.

This is common sense, cost-effective
legislation . . . and it is long overdue.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. McCAIN (for himself and
Mr. STEVENS):

S. 1404. A bill to amend the Ted Ste-
vens Olympic and Amateur Sports Act;
to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, today, |
am joined by Senator STEVENS in intro-
ducing the United States Olympic
Committee Reform Act of 2003. This
legislation is designed to reform the
governance structure of the United
States Olympic Committee, USOC, in
response to a series of embarrassing
events that has beset the USOC and
threatened the organization’s credi-
bility in the eyes of our athletes, the
American people, and the international
sports community.

While the current mission of the
USOC is to ‘“‘preserve and promote the
Olympic ideal as an effective, positive
role model that inspires all Ameri-
cans,” turmoil within the organization
over the past decade has seriously com-
promised that mission and has ampli-
fied significant problems that exist
within its governance structure and
culture. By failing to place the organi-
zation ahead betrayed the Olympic
ideals that they pledged to preserve.

The bill that we are introducing
today is the product of three hearings
held this year by the Senate Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation in response to several
USOC scandals and in an effort to help
begin reforming the organization. It
also is informed by the report of an
independent commission requested by
the Commerce Committee to review
the USOC, and a review by an internal
USOC task force, both of which were
released last month.

The bill would make significant im-
provements to the governance struc-
ture of the USOC by reducing the size
of the current board of directors from
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